
Inspection of Shining Stars
10 Randal Street, BLACKBURN BB1 7EG

Inspection date: 26 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this warm and welcoming nursery. They form secure 
attachments with staff who offer cuddles and reassurance when needed. Children 
demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. They are polite and use good manners 
as they play cooperatively together. Older children show kindness and concern for 
one another as they play alongside their younger friends. Children are learning to 
share and to take turns, and staff praise them for their efforts. Children are 
confident and have high levels of self-esteem. They behave well and understand 
what is expected of them.

Children benefit from a broad range of learning experiences that help them to 
develop the skills they need in readiness for the next stage in their learning. 
Children are curious learners and show good levels of engagement and 
concentration. They enjoy exploring colour and texture as they use paint, and 
develop the muscles in their hands as they manipulate dough. Following the 
COVID-19 pandemic staff have focused their teaching on supporting children's 
physical skills. They have created a dedicated space to provide children with the 
opportunity to increase their stamina and develop skills, such as climbing and 
balancing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a good knowledge of children's interests and the next steps in their 
learning. Flexible settling-in arrangements and a successful key-person system 
help children to quickly settle into nursery life. Staff sequence children's learning 
and successfully differentiate activities according to children's individual stage of 
development. This helps children to engage and remain focused.

n Children actively join in with creative experiences. They listen attentively to 
instructions on how to make their own dough. Older children are encouraged to 
develop their counting skills as they spoon in flour and salt. Younger children 
persevere in developing skills, such as pouring and mixing. Children talk about 
the colour of their dough and use new language, such as 'fluffy' and 'pinch'.

n There is a strong focus on supporting children's communication and language 
development. Staff provide a narrative as children play, which helps to ensure 
that children hear a rich variety of vocabulary. Staff encourage children to sing 
songs and rhymes, which further promotes their language skills. However, 
occasionally, staff ask children lots of questions in quick succession and do not 
always give them sufficient time to respond.

n Children develop a strong awareness of their community. They participate in 
frequent trips to the local area, such as visiting the library and local parks. 
Furthermore, children and their families help to raise money for those less 
fortunate. Their recent fundraising efforts have benefitted an entire community 
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overseas. This helps children to learn about the wider world around them, their 
place in society and prepares them well for life in modern Britain.

n Children have many opportunities to develop independence and their self-care 
skills, such as washing their hands before eating. They gain knowledge of how 
to keep themselves healthy, and make informed choices about healthy eating. 
The nursery's efforts in ensuring that children benefit from healthy and 
nutritious meals have been acknowledge through an award. Additionally, local 
dentists have visited the children to discuss the importance of good oral hygiene 
and ensure registration at their local dental practice. This helps children to 
develop essential skills and knowledge for the future.

n Leaders are very reflective. They continuously evaluate their practice in their 
drive to ensure that children receive the best possible care and education. For 
example, they recognise that the outdoor area requires development, to fully 
support those children that prefer to learn outside. They have devised plans to 
enhance this area and the outdoor curriculum.

n Staff benefit from a programme of supervision meetings and observations of 
their practice. This helps staff to continuously develop their knowledge and 
skills. Purposeful training opportunities have a positive impact on children. For 
example, staff have attended behaviour management training, and have learned 
how to support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff understand their responsibility to safeguard children. Leaders 
ensure that staff can confidently explain the action they would take if they had 
concerns about a child's welfare. They discuss safeguarding during staff meetings 
and supervision sessions and test their knowledge through quizzes and spot 
questioning. Staff work effectively with other professionals, such as social workers, 
to ensure that children and families quickly get any support they might need. They 
deploy themselves effectively and supervise children well. Leaders have effective 
recruitment arrangements in place to ensure that those working with children are 
safe to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's questioning skills so that they consistently give children more 
time to think and respond, to help develop their speech and language skills even 
further

n implement plans to extend the range of opportunities and experiences available 
to support those children who prefer to learn outside.

Inspection report: Shining Stars
26 July 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY387337

Local authority Blackburn with Darwen

Inspection number 10302413

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 3

Total number of places 120

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Atcha, Riyaz

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514867

Telephone number 01254265760

Date of previous inspection 12 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Shining Stars registered in 2009. The nursery employs 15 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, twelve hold appropriate early years qualifications to at least level 2, 
including seven staff members who hold a qualification at level 3 and one staff 
member who holds a qualification at level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The area manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Shining Stars
26 July 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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